Minutes IFAO Board Meeting 2011 (Amended)
Location
: Porto/ Portugal at the IV. Joint IFAO-ESAO Congress

Date & Time
: October 11, 2011 20.30h – 22.00h

Participants
: J. Vienken, President, S. Ash, Secretary-Treasurer
ASAIO: S. Ash
  ESAO:   B. Walpoth, B. Glasmacher, H Schima, R Reis (Congress President)
  JSAO:    Y. Taenaka, S. Takatani,  T. Nakatani
  Guests: P. Ivanovich (Chicago) H. Klinkmann (Rostock), G von Sengbusch (Hamburg)
                A Guerra ( Porto)
Agenda:

I. Welcome
The IFAO president Jörg Vienken highly acknowledged the efforts and achievements of this years joint ESAO-IFAO Congress and specifically thanks the congress president Prof. Rui  Reis. The IFAO president also stressed that the mutual understanding and collaboration between the continental societies is continuously improving which is proven by the establishment of IFAO symposia at the ASAIO, ESAO and JSAO congresses apart from the joint meetings. Efforts of IFAO should be targeted to stimulate further joint educational programs as well as exchange programs for younger scientists.     
II. Election for new IFAO Board
  The proposal of JSAO for the positions of upcoming IFAO president (2012-2014) and Secretary
President: 
President: Professor Ryuji Tominaga MD (2008 Board Member, Vice-Chairman 2010-2011), Professor and Chairman, Department of Cardiovascular Surgery, Kyushu University Hospital, 3-1-1 Maidashi, Higashi-ku, Fukuoka Japan 812-8582. 
Secretary:  Prof. Takeshi Nakatani, MD., PhD.,Director Department of Transplantation, National
                    Cerebral and Cardiovascular Center, 5-7-1, Fujishiro-dai, Suita, OSAKA, 565-8565,
                    JAPAN
III. Report of the IFAO Secretary
S. Ash gave a survey of the IFAO financials. The balance sheet shows a very positive figure. 242,094.85 US-$ are recorded for the current Liabilities and Equities. Due to the contributions from the continental societies a current net income of 9,932.33 US-$  could be reported. The balance sheet was discussed and approved by the IFAO Board. 

IV. IFAO Travel Grants
10 travel grants have been supplied to young scientists for the participation of the joint IFAO-ESAO congress. The Board approved to further provide this support for future IFAO congress occasions. These travel grants are paid from the general support of IFAO for each Congress meeting with IFAO. 
The society has also established a number of Travel Scholarships services for member societies and other artificial organ societies in the past few years, including: 

· $1000 Travel Scholarships to National artificial organ societies (not members of IFAO) to support speakers from our Continental societies who give keynote speeches at their meetings. Societies in Turkey and  India have received such awards. 

· $500 Travel Scholarships for our own societies to offset part of the costs of inviting speakers from other societies in IFAO, for symposia with international focus.  These are provided only as matching funds.

· $1000 travel support for IFAO Board members to attend the IFAO Board meetings (when needed).

The idea has been to promote cooperation and communication between artificial organ societies as much as possible, without depleting IFAO resources significantly.
V. IFAO Members from other continents
The Board approved the suggestion to have “Associated IFAO  members” in the future and consequently, the IFAO constitution has to be modified accordingly. A task force, consisting of  members of the three continental societies should be established in order to elaborate on this modification, which should be approved at the next Board meeting (during ASAIO 2012). The task force should be formed by T. Masuzawa (JSAO), S. Ash (ASAIO) and J. Vienken (ESAO)
The new paragraphs for the constitution should define the liabilities, voting rights, membership fees and other obligations of associated members. The board proposes to consider different types of IFAO-membership, i.e. regular members, associated members and extraordinary members and allow associated members to become regular members after a period of time to be defined.
National AO-societies should always have the “associated membership” status only. Continental AO- Societies from Latin America, Australia or Africa could become regular members, once their financial contribution is considered.

Dr Andrade having proposed the collaboration of the LASAO should be approached by Prof. Vienken and informed accordingly.

VI. Promotion of the V. Joint JSAO-IFAO Congress in 2013
The next joint IFAO congress will be held in conjunction with JSAO.
Location: Yokohama, Japan
Time: September, 27.-29. 2013
Congress President: Prof. Shunei Kyo, MD, PhD

The joint congress will also be organized in conjunction with the “International Society for Rotary Blood Pumps (ISRBP)

VII. General
The president reported on a special membership discount program for personal members of IFAO and affiliated societies, offered by Wiley publishers. This refers to an ongoing 25% discount on any Wiley-Blackwell books, available for members of IFAO (including the members of the  continental societies), ISRBP and INFA.The society-secretaries should contact Kayte Bridgewater at kbridgewater@wiley.com to establish the discount privilege within the societies.
A number of Board members are retiring at the end of 2011, assuming the assigned or usual terms of 2 to 4 years for officers and a usual 6 years for representatives: 

· Dr. Vienken from Chairman and ESAO Representative 

· Dr. Ash from Secretary/Treasurer

· Dr. Nakatani from JSAO Representative

· Dr. Taenaka from JSAO Representative

· Dr. Walpoth from ESAO Representative

· Dr. Reis from Ex-Officio representation as IFAO Conference Chairman for 2011

The Board thanked all of these individuals for their selfless dedication to artificial organ science and to IFAO. Each society will define new Representatives for the six year period beginning in 2012 

VIII. Next IFAO Board meeting

It was agreed to have the next Board Meeting during the ASAIO 2012 Congress to be held in San Francisco on June 14-16, 2012

Bad Homburg, October 10, 2011
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